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NEWSLETTER
17th September 2020

Principal’s Report
It was very exciting this week to begin our transition program for
our 2021 Prep students. A Google Classroom has been created to
allow our transition program to begin within the current
restrictions. Students and parents joined Ashley Frith, our Prep
team leader or Elise Dickson, our Junior Sub-School leader, in live
Google Meets on Wednesday and Thursday. Each session
involved a small group of participants enjoying a story time
session as well as meeting other students. Recordings have been
made of the same story together with a virtual tour around our
library and posted in the Google Classroom for students and
parents to refer back to. Thank you to Ashley, Elise, and our office
and IT staff in assisting our new families and students as they
prepare to begin their learning at PLPS next year. Further
information and transition sessions will continue in term 4. For
students to participate in the Transition program, enrolment
forms need to be submitted to our school office.
As the term has drawn to a close the students have continued to
participate in a variety of learning and tasks. Some examples are
outlined below.
Our Prep students have continued to delve into their problem
solving. This week the unit of inquiry “Farm-tastic” has been
introduced. Some students have enjoyed coming to the Google
Meet sessions dressed in character and bringing along toys
representing differing aspects of a Farm.
Information reports is what our Year 1 students have been
learning to put together. This has been in conjunction with their
unit of inquiry, ‘Don’t stand on that Mini Beast’. The students have
produced reports using sub headings and inserting information
they gather when classifying and sorting their Mini Beasts.
Year 2 students have completed a unit of inquiry on investigating
how many facets of our society have changed over time, where
they are today and how they may evolve in future. Some of the
areas studied were fashion, transport, entertainment and
communication.
In Reading, our Year 3 students have read a great book by author
Jackie French, ‘Birrung, the secret friend’. The students have
developed their comprehension skills with monitoring and
questioning.
The Year 4 students have been focusing on money in Maths
investigating simple financial terminology such as profit and loss
as well as creating simple budgets and linking this knowledge to
real-world examples.
Our Year 5 students have demonstrated some creativity in both
their Science and Geography units. This has been demonstrated

through the inventions the students have developed in Science
and the websites they have developed on the topic of comparing
Australia’s lifestyle, culture and government to another country of
their choice.
In these very interesting times our Year 6 students have been
studying forms of government with a recent focus on the House
of Representatives and the Senate. The students researched the
roles of both houses and the layout of each house.
2020 sees the completion of Pakenham Lakeside Primary School’s
current strategic cycle. This means our school is scheduled to
participate in the school review process before developing our
next strategic plan for the period 2021 – 2024. A key component
of this process will be our school’s self-evaluation report. The
basis of the report is the ratings allocated to the Framework for
Improving Student Outcomes (FISO). Throughout term 3 teaching
staff and school council members have been reviewing and
reflecting upon dimensions of the FISO in anticipation of the
school review being completed as planned in 2020. I would like to
thank staff and parents for their contributions and input to our
school’s self-evaluation report. Once complete, it will be tabled at
staff and school council meetings.
The Premier’s Reading Challenge for 2020 concludes tomorrow
and I would like to congratulate all students who participated in
this year’s program and completed their reading targets.
Participating in the Reading Challenge is a wonderful way to
develop a love of literature and enjoy recreational reading. I
would also like to thank Miss McMillan for once again overseeing
this project, and providing this opportunity for our students. She
has also provided information to assist our students with their
book choices. We look forward to receiving the certificates that
recognise the achievements of our students and distributing them
to the successful participants.
Tomorrow is our final day for term three and finishes a term like
no other. Well done to all our school community for all that has
been achieved. Please note that our school term will finish at the
earlier time of 2:15pm. Our OSHC program will be operating from
the earlier time if parents require this service. Information is
available by contacting 0438 559 017.
Enjoy the school holiday break and I look forward to seeing you
all in term 4.

Kerrie Kingston-Gains
Principal

End of Term 3
Pakenham Lakeside Primary School would like to wish all
our families a safe and happy Term 3 Holiday Break.

CSEF

The eligibility criteria for the Camps, Sports and Excursions fund has been
amended. If your financial circumstances have recently changed and you are
now a holder of a government concession card, you may be eligible. Please
refer to the attached form for further details. If you are eligible, and you
haven’t already made a claim this year, please complete the attached form and
return it to our office after the term break. We also require a copy of your
valid concession card. If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to
contact our office.

