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NEWSLETTER
11th February 2021
Principal’s Report
In 2021 our newsletter each fortnight we will be
showcasing the achievements and reflections of our PLPS
students as they grow and develop though our learning
programs and events. Each fortnight will feature a
particular year level cohort with illustrations of students’
work, student reflections or photos and captions of what
the children have achieved and enjoyed.
The first show case will be our Prep cohort of students. It
was lovely to see the excitement of our 107 Prep students
and their parents, as they were entering the grounds last
Thursday, taking photos and celebrating their first day of
school at PLPS together. Our students have settled in
very well and our new Prep children are adapting to the
routines and structures associated with attending school,
as well as their learning program. Congratulations to
students, parents and staff for their contributions to the
beginning of our school year.
Last week our year 6 students who have aspirations for
leadership positions in 2021 wrote and submitted their
leadership applications. Our student leadership team is
made up of our two school captains, eight house captains
and a number of student representative council captains.
As part of the application process, our students need to:
 demonstrate an enthusiasm to lead and encourage
our student body to participate and contribute to the
ongoing development of our school
 demonstrate and outline their ability to be positive
role models for all students
 demonstrate their ability to think and act in ways
that reflect our school’s core values—how they “live
our values”
 be representatives of our school, when required, out
of school at community events.
The applications, together with speeches and
conversations with the applicants, will be considered for
selection by members of our school’s leadership team.
Parents of year 6 students will be notified of when the
student leadership positions will be announced.
Our School Council plays an important role in the progress
and development of our school across many areas
including governance, educational directions and policy
development and ratification. It also monitors our financial
situation and oversees our school’s operating budget and
expenditure programs. School Council is also a forum
where important school community issues that impact
upon our school and our students can be discussed and
analysed.
We currently have two parent vacancies on our School
Council for 2021. If you are available and willing to attend
a meeting that last 60-90 minutes once a month, have an
interest in your child’s school and how we can continue to

provide an effective and engaging education to our
students, this may be an opportunity for you to make a
contribution to our school community.
Please note the time frame below for your information:
 Wednesday, February 17th – notice of election and
call for nominations
 Wednesday, March 3rd – closing date for
nominations, 4:00pm.
If you would like further information or wish to clarify
anything, please don’t hesitate to contact me at school on
5940-9532.
The first of our year level camps is fast approaching. Our
year 5 students will be heading off to Beechworth for their
annual camp on March 16th. This camp provides our
children with wonderful learning experiences in a town
renowned for its role in key events in our nation’s history,
as well as maintaining the wonderful building heritage
developed in the second half of the nineteenth century.
Important dates and information have recently been sent
home in order to finalize our preparations. It would be
much appreciated if all necessary forms can be returned
as soon as possible.
One of the ways that some students can be supported to
participate in these invaluable learning experiences is
through the Camps, Sport and Excursions Fund (CSEF).
This funding is provided to support eligible families to
cover the costs or part of the expenses of excursions and
incursions, camps and sporting events and activities. If a
parent holds a valid means-tested concession card or is a
temporary foster parent, they may be eligible for CSEF.
The funds will be paid to our school and can be used
towards expenses of authorised events. Each primary
child would be allocated $125. Application forms are
available from our school office or may be downloaded
from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
The care and safety of all of our students and members of
the PLPS community is of upmost importance. This care is
required and applies to our parent drivers when dropping
off and collecting students at peak traffic times before and
after school. Can I please ask all drivers to adhere to road
and parking rules in order to keep everyone safe. To
assist with the safety of our students, the school gate at
the end of the cark park outside the gymnasium will be
locked before and after school, from 8.30am to 3.30pm.
All students will exit the school grounds through the 3
gates on Shearwater Drive and the 2 gates on Everly
Circuit. Your assistance and patience with this important
matter is much appreciated.
Kerrie Kingston-Gains
Principal

Admin News
DIARY DATES
Monday 15th & Tuesday 16th February: Parent/Teacher conversation evenings
Friday 26th February: Curriculum Day (Students do not attend school)
Tuesday 16th - Friday 19th March: Year 5 Beechworth Camp
Friday 5th February to Friday 19th March - Summer Interschool Sports

Hats
ICY POLE FRIDAY
Just a reminder we sell
lemonade icy poles at lunch time
on Fridays during term 1.
They are $1.20 each and can be
purchased from the Canteen.

February 15th

Hats are part of our school uniform
in Term 1.
It is strongly recommended that all
students have their hats on when
they play out in the yard at recess
and lunch time.
Please remember to label your
hats too!

Staff Carpark
Our school carpark is for staff parking between 8.30am and 3.45pm on school
days by order of the School Council.
During these times parents are not permitted to park in the school carpark.
The carpark is not permitted for use for dropping off and picking up students
or for leaving your car unattended while collecting your children.
This is to ensure the safety of all students in the school.

Thank you

